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preparation of the initial steps towards the photographic preser- 
vation of the appearances of important medical and surgical cases, 
steps that may be seen in the volumes of the "Medical and Surgi- 
cal History of the War of the Rebellion/' — and devoted much of 
their leisure to the more important primary successful studies in 
the wet plate process of microphotography, was the time that laid 
the foundation for his after success in the ophthalmic world. 

Upon his return to civilian life, he, in the pursuit of additional 
medical knowledge, soon found his way to the many capitols of 
Europe. Naturally, his earlier studies in applied optics gave him 
the necessary impulse to visit the clinics of the greatest ophthalmic 
teachers of the time — von Arlt, von Jaeger, and Mauthner, — and 
to receive from them the careful practical instruction that later 
always showed itself in his accurate and painstaking work. 

Returning to his native city, he continued to pursue his 
studies in his chosen specialty at the clinics of Wills' Hospital. 

Fully equipped, he in 1870, at the same time with Dr. George 
Strawbridge, was made a Lecturer on Diseases of the Eye and Ear 
in the Department of Medicine of the University of Pennsylvania 
— in this position he did his first real work at the University. The 
same year, as the result of a marked impetus given for the better 
position and recognition of ophthalmic surgery, he, with his 
friends, Ezra Dyer Strawbridge, and Thomson, was added to 
the Attending Staff of Wills' Hospital. Their work here opened a 
new de^a^e.in American ophthalmology. 

At V><^ Ais*i!m€^ ihe:firs{Ji|eijTidnenC influences of Dr. S. 
Weir Mitcfh^lt's '(^oitifirtfiensive.StUcfi^^'aad definite conclusions 
upon the effects of eyestrain upon the general system became so 
widely known, that with Thomson actually teaching ophthal- 
mology at the Jefferson Medical College, and Norris, with Straw- 
bridge giving his knowledge upon it at the University, it became 
necessary in 1873, to make the subject one of special study for the 
student body at the University. Dr. Norris was elevated to the 
post of Clinical Professor of Diseases of the Eye, and Dr. Straw- 
bridge made Clinical Professor of Diseases of the Ear. 

Ever striving for broader recognition of his branch, per- 
sistently at work for its betterment, and constantly endeavoring 
to strengthen its influences, he was continually striving for those 
who were brought in touch with him. As a result, he was suc- 
cessively offered and given the chairs of Honorary Professor of 
Ophthalmology and Professor of Ophthalmology in the medical 
department of his alma mater. 
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In 1871, he, in association with Dr. Horatio C. Wood and 
Dr. William Pepper, conceived the idea of a hospital to be used 
in connection with the Department of Medicine. In three years' 
time, with the help of the alumni rallied under the chairmanship 
of the Hon. Morton McMichael, the personal solicitations of Dr. 
Pepper (the chairman of the Commission), and the individual work 
of its projectors and their friends, the hospital opened its doors 
for riie reception of patients — one of the most remarkable accom- 
plishments of the time. He, occupying various positions upon its 
staff and board of managers, gradually rose to the presidency of 
its management. 

His membership list in various societies though not exten- 
sive, shows his tastes and his inclinations. Made a Fellow of the 
College of Physicians of Philadelphia in 1866, and a member of 
the Academy of Natural Sciences two years later, he is found as 
early as 1870, efficiently serving a secretaryship in the briefly active 
though still existing Ophthalmological Society of Philadelphia. 
In the same year is recorded his admission to member- 
ship in the American Ophthalmological Society. In 1882, 
he was elected to companionship in the Military Order 
of the Loyal Legion. For quite a number of years past, he was 
connected with the Board of Directors of the Mutual Assurance 
Company for Insuring Homes from Loss by Fire (the old Green 
Tree Mutual Assurance Company). In 1877, he acted as Vice- 
President of the Pathological Society of Philadelphia. During 
the years 1885 to i88|> he.^^§ Jipnorad M:ich*.thV: PftesiaeH^ of the 
American Ophthalm$lQgi€lft^**Swet>i.. «*orfl'M^2^2f© I1897 he 
served as Chairman of the Section on Ophthalmology of the Col- 
lege of Physicians of Philadelphia. In October of the present 
year, he, in association with his colleague, Dr. George C. Harlan, 
was given the newly created position of Consulting Surgeon to the 
Wills' Hospital : "As a token of respect for his many years of unre- 
mitting labor as Attending Surgeon." 

His extended writings, independent of many minor journal 
articles with such men as Edward O. Shakespeare and James 
Wallace, society reports, and experimental studies, as that with 
Strieker, on the corpuscular elements of the cornea, were volumin- 
ous. His contribution to Dr. James Tyson's well known mono- 
graph on "Bright's Disease" and the chapter on the eye in the 
Surgery of John Ashhurst, were the forerunners of a most impor- 
tant article on "Medical Ophthalmology" for Pepper's System of 
Medicine, written in 1885 and 1886. Six years later, a "Text- 
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Book of Ophthalmology/' written in conjunction with Dr. Charles 
A. Oliver, appeared, followed in four years' time by the first of 
four volumes of a "System of Diseases of the Eye," which with 
the co-editorship of Dr. Oliver, consumed six years of almost con- 
stant combined labor for completion — truly a monumental work, 
and one that has not its equal in English speaking ophthalmology. 

Dr. Norris was twice married. His first wife was Rosa Clara 
Buchmann, of Vienna. His second, who was Annetta Culp Earn- 
shaw, of Gettysburg, Pa., survived him. He left two sons, both by 
his first wife; one, Dr. George William Norris, who is one of the 
Resident Physicians at the Pennsylvania Hospital, and the other, 
William Felix Norris, who is a student in the Department of 
Law at the University. 

After a few weeks' illness from a series of recurrent attacks 
of double pneumonia, which was complicated by a diabetes of 
several years' standing, he died, surrounded by his immediate 
family, at i a. m., on the eighteenth of November, 1901, 

Possessed of independent means, private emolument did not 
appeal to him ; in fact, pecuniary returns were never proportionate 
to his services. He was shy, modest, and unassuming in his 
deportment before strangers and large audiences, ofttimes giving 
the unwarranted appearance of brusqueness or diffidence. His 
personality was striking and commanding. His height, his bald- 
ness, his fair complexion, with its inclination towards pallor, his 
bluish-grav eyes combined ^to give him, with his almost fully 
whiteneU*l?t*^rrf% alJJaJJpiSarajice'tTfrate.Vhat: was far in excess of 
his actuAl Ve^s.* •lliV€4uHtenaoc5*W^» 7^4 intellectual type, with 
nuich dignity of expression, "breaking ui)on occasion," as William 
Hunt said in the memoir of his father, "into a smile of extraor- 
dinary sweetness." 

His voice, like that of his father, **was low, but well modu- 
lated, and the respect and attention which his appearance always 
commanded, made it also easy to hear him" ( Hunt) . As an opera- 
tor he was slow and precise, every detail of action and safeguard 
against accident being fully considered and provided for. In his 
selection of appropriate cases for operative procedure, the greatest 
consideration was that for the good of the patient ; not an iota for 
undue impression or self-praise was for a moment considered. 

Gentle of nature and kindness itself in disposition in his home 
life, his own tnie self could only be appreciated by those who were 
drawn the closest to him. 

Firmness, will-power, and great mental restraint marked him 
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